Example Rat Assessment and Intervention Chart
	Clinical Signs/Observations
	Clinical Assessment
	Treatment Plan a/o Endpoints*

	Rat not active, but moves with stimulation and otherwise appears healthy
	General Physical Exam (PE):

1) Check response to physical stimulation and observe animal behavior
2) Evaluate body condition
3) Check hydration status
4) Weigh
	1) Administer SC fluids, if needed
2) Provide caloric supplementation, if needed

3) Consider analgesics

	Rough haircoat; ocular and nasal porphyrin staining; huddled/hunched; moderate piloerection; reluctant to move

	General PE
	1) Monitor body weight daily
2) Provide food treats to stimulate appetite

3) Clean/remove porphyrin stains
4) Consider analgesics 

	Abnormal appearance of incision site --redness; swelling, hot to touch, exudates, sutures tight or missing; animal scratching or chewing at the site; affected limb is lame
	General PE
1) Take body temperature

2) Culture incision site, if warranted
	1) Clean incision site
2) Notify veterinarian 

3) Antibiotics (topical a/o systemic)

4) Administer analgesics (if warranted)

	Dull, listless, teeth grinding; resistance to touch; vocalization

	General PE

	1) Notify veterinarian and investigator

2) Monitor body weight and feed intake daily

3) Administer analgesics
4) If nonresponsive to treatment, euthanize 

	Problems with gait --ataxic, circling, wide-based stance, reluctance to move, swelling, lameness, or muscle atrophy 
	General PE

1) Observe gait on open surface 
2) Examine joints 


	1) Notify veterinarian and investigator
2) Treat any wounds, if present
3) Provide food on cage bottom to ensure access

4) Any other treatments, as directed

	Rat unable to right itself; not moving w/stimulation; ungroomed/unkempt appearance 
	General PE

1) Check hydration status
2) Take body temperature


	1) Notify veterinarian and investigator
2) Give warm fluids (if needed)

3) Try giving 50% dextrose or STAT per os
4) No movement or moribund, euthanize

	Weight Loss
	1) Assess body weight daily for 1st  72 hr post-op

2) Check hydration status

3) Continued weight assessment may be necessary, if rat continues to lose weight
	1) Depending on percentage of weight loss, treatments will vary to include fluids, caloric supplement, such as STAT, and analgesics

2) If rat loses 15% BW, the investigator is notified 

3) If rat loses 20% BW this is considered a medical endpoint (euthanasia) unless the veterinarian determines otherwise


*All treatments will be initiated by the veterinary staff, who will maintain contact with the PI/P.O.C listed on the Disposition Instruction Form.  No antibiotic treatments or euthanasia will be done without an attempt to consult with the PI/P.O.C.  The veterinarian will take the appropriate action in an emergency if no response from the PI/P.O.C is received within a half hour after attempt to notification was made.  The PI or the responsible investigator will have filled out a yellow surgical card with date and time of surgery, anesthesia used, etc.

 Example Mouse Assessment and Intervention Chart
	Clinical Signs/Observations
	Clinical Assessment
	Treatment Plan a/o Endpoints*

	Mouse not active, but otherwise appears healthy
	General Physical Exam (PE):

1) Check response to physical stimulation and observe animal behavior

2) Evaluate body condition

3) Check hydration status

4) Weigh
	1) Administer SC fluids, if needed

2) Provide caloric supplementation, if needed

3) Consider analgesics

	Wounds (tail, prepuce, ventral abdomen) from fighting, excessive grooming, etc.
	General PE

1) If not single-housed, separate animals
2) Note position, size and character of wound

3) Culture the wound, if indicated
	1) Clip wound sites and clean in order to assess extent of damage 

2)Depending on site and extent of wounds, treat with topical and/or systemic antibiotics
3) Consider a drying agent, such as gentian violet (GV)

	Mouse temperament  or behavior is not normal (biting, scratching, or tries to hide or burrow)
	General PE

1) If not single-housed, separate animals

2) Observe for any neurological abnormalities

3) Evaluate for evidence of self mutilation
	1) Provide food on cage bottom to ensure access

2) Administer fluids (if warranted)

3) Notify veterinarian



	Problems with gait – non weight-bearing, toe touches, or lightly weight-bearing;
ataxic, circling, wide-based stance, reluctance to move, lameness,  swelling or atrophy
	General PE

1) Observe gait on open surface
2) Evaluate general body condition

3) Examine all joints 


	1) Treat any wounds w/ triple antibiotic ointment (TAO)
2) Provide food on cage bottom to ensure access

3) Other Rx, as needed

	Mouse unable to right itself; not moving w/stimulation
	General PE
	1) Notify veterinarian and investigator
2) Give warm fluids (if needed)

3) Try giving 50% dextrose or STAT, per os
4) If mouse refuses to move and is  moribund, euthanize

	Mouse physiology not normal (body temperature, feeding behavior, skin color, haircoat is ungroomed/unkempt
	General PE

1) Check urinary bladder 

	1) Give warmed fluids, if needed
2) Express bladder, if needed 
3) If necessary, clean ventral abdomen to prevent urine scalding
4) Provide external heat source, if needed for hypothermia

	Weight Loss
	General PE

1) Determine body weight loss percentages 


	1) Provide nutritional supplements (e.g., fluids, STAT, Ensure, etc.) and analgesics

2) If mouse loses 15% BW, the veterinarian and investigator are notified 

3) If mouse loses 20% BW this is considered a medical endpoint (euthanasia) unless the veterinarian 
determines otherwise


*All treatments will be initiated by the veterinary staff, who will maintain contact with the PI/P.O.C listed on the Disposition Instruction Form.  No antibiotic treatments or euthanasia will be done without an attempt to consult with the PI/P.O.C.  The veterinarian will take the appropriate action in an emergency if no response from the PI/P.O.C is received within a half hour after attempt to notification was made.  The PI or the responsible investigator will have filled out a yellow surgical card with date and time of surgery, anesthesia used, etc.
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*All treatments will be initiated by the veterinary staff, who will maintain contact with the PI/P.O.C listed on the Disposition Instruction Form.  No antibiotic treatments or euthanasia will be done without an attempt to consult with the PI/P.O.C.  The veterinarian will take the appropriate action in an emergency if no response from the PI/P.O.C is received within a half hour after attempt to notification was made.  The PI or the responsible investigator will have filled out a yellow surgical card with date and time of surgery, anesthesia used, etc.

