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TITLE: 
Rodent Weaning Policy  

PURPOSE: 

The purpose of this SOP is to ensure that rodent weaning is conducted efficiently and that 
Public Health Service (PHS) policy and federal regulations governing housing requirements 
are met.  The contents of this SOP apply to all NINDS personnel who are involved in weaning 
rodents.  Personnel from other NIH institutions housing rodents in NINDS-managed shared 
animal facilities are encouraged to follow this SOP. 

 

WEANING PROCEDURES: 

A. Litters are routinely weaned at 21 days of age. (Refer to attachment 3481A Aging Mouse 
Pups). 

1. If pup(s) appear(s) too small to survive alone, they may be left with the mother for 
another week (or until they approximate 10 grams body weight) by: 

i. veterinary technologists (VT), 

ii. veterinarian (vet) or  

iii. if delayed weaning is specifically outlined in the approved Animal Study 
Proposal (ASP) (as long as the mother has not given birth to another 
litter).  This will be included in the Supplemental Disposition Form (SDF) 
by the facility staff. 

2. If weaning is delayed a notation must be made on the “Breeder Cage” flag. 

3. Cages with multiple litters must be separated by close of business

B. Weaning animals is the investigator’s responsibility unless a technical request for 
weaning has been submitted and accepted. 
(

 (COB) on the 
day of the second litter’s birth or facility staff will separate the litters.  Exceptions 
to this multiple litter policy may be approved by the Animal Care and Use 
Committee (ACUC) or by a vet for health reasons. 

https://ahcs.ninds.nih.gov/AHCS_pages/vet.html) 

C. To maintain compliance with the PHS policy and federal regulations governing animal 
housing density, the facility staff closely monitor for overcrowding.  Overcrowding is an 
animal welfare concern (Refer to SOP 3201 Cage Space Requirements – Overcrowded 
Cages). 

1. You will be notified by email or telephone, or in person, of overcrowded cages 
when they are found.  An “overcrowded cage” flag will be hung on the cage. 

2. If rodents in overcrowded cages have not been separated on the third day 
following notification, AHCS VT’s will separate the animals and remove the 
“overcrowded cage” flag. 

https://ahcs.ninds.nih.gov/AHCS_pages/vet.html�
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i. If space is not available for new cages of weanlings, animals may be 
culled by facility staff if so directed by a vet. 

ii. Facility personnel cannot separate animals on weekends/holidays due to 
time constraints and minimal staffing.  Therefore, all overcrowded cages 
that will reach 3 days, following notification, on a weekend or holiday 
must be resolved by COB Friday.  If a litter is less than 21 days old on a 
Friday or holiday weaning may be delayed until the next business day 
provided the mother does not give birth to another litter.  The weaning of 
runted pups (less than 10 grams) may be delayed at the discretion of the 
facility vet. 

D. When animals are weaned, a “Food Supplement” flag should be affixed to the cage card 
holder by whoever weans the cage.  (Refer to SOP 3202 Cage Flag and Card System for 
Identifying Animal Cages in the NINDS AHCS Managed Animal Facilities) 

1. Whoever weans the animals should fill in the “date to stop” sticker for seven days 
from the date of weaning and check the “fruit” box with a permanent marker.  This 
ensures that the new weanlings will receive fruit from the AHCS staff for seven 
days after they have left their parents to help support their growth. 

2. If a cage of weanlings is found without a flag you will be contacted by a VT to ask 
if fruit can be given for seven days.  If the answer is ‘yes’ the VT will hang a cage 
flag and put a date sticker on with the date of seven days from when the cage 
was identified. 

E. It is important to recheck the sex of the weanlings within a week of weaning in order to 
identify sexing errors prior to sexual maturity. (Refer to attachment 3481B Sexing Mice 
and Rats) 

 

REFERENCES:  

1. The U.S. Government Principles for the Utilization and Care of Vertebrate Animals used 
in Testing, Research and Training 

2. Guide for the Care and Use of Laboratory Animals (Revised 1996) 

3. U.S. Public Health Service Policy on Humane Care and Use of Laboratory Animals, 
March, 1996 

4. Breeding Strategies for Maintaining Colonies of Laboratory Mice (The Jackson 
Laboratory) 

5. Laboratory Animal Medicine 2nd

6. SOP 3201 Cage Space Requirements – Overcrowded Cages 

 ed. 

7. SOP 3202 Cage Flag and Card System for Identifying Animal Cages in the NINDS AHCS 
Managed Animal Facilities 

 

 

 

 James O’Malley, DVM, MPH, DACLAM 
 Animal Program Director, NINDS/NIDCD 

Attachments: 

1. 3481A Aging Mouse Pups 

2. 3481B Sexing of Mice and Rats 
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